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cost of the $41 billion scheme.

“This study provides further evid-
ence to what is reasonably well estab-
lished, which is that having a diagnosis

prevalence studies over 20 years and
found the Australian growth rate for
children was the highest among sur-

veyed countries,

who is on study feave, and undertaking
a PhD at the Crawford School of Public
Policy looking at the tmpact of autism
on the NDIS.

and health systems, it is plausible that
thegrwhofprev&memabove

per centj, seven- 10 14-year B
primary diagnosis of autism. The total
prevalence — not just those eligible for
NDIA - will be higher.”

On-the-job uni degrees
to speed up training

in defence sector

Education editor

A trailblazing undergraduate program
that pays students $30,000 a year while
they learn on the job will take its first
cohort of 30 students next year.

The five-year degree apprenticeship
in mechanical engineering isthe first of
its kind in Australia and could revolu-~
tionise university study, particularly in
skill areas of high demand, such as the
building of nuclear submarines under
the AUKUS agreement.

Unlike traditional trade apprentice-
ships, students will be paid to attend
work and study at university while
receiving on-the-job training by skilled
supervisors. They will graduate after
five years with a degree from the Uni-
versity of South Australia, a trade certi-
ficate and an almost 100 per cent
guarantee of a job.

They will also graduate debt-{ree.

South Australian Premier Peter
Malinauskas said he had seen degree
apprenticeships in action at defence
contractor BAE Systems' submarine
shipyard in the UK last year,

“This is a wonderful opportunity for
young people to undertake a high-
quality university education, while get-
ting paid to work, and learn on the job,
at a major defence employer,” Mr
Malinauskas said.

Georgette Elston, head of resourcing
and early careers for BAE Systems, said

the contractor had been running
degree apprenticeships with universit-
jes in the UK since 2015 and now
covered 20 discipline areas, including
aerospace engineering, management,
nuclear engineering and enterprise
architecture.

“When they graduate they have five
years' work experience, a degree in a
skill area that is in high demand,” Ms
Elston said.

“We have a 93 per cent retention
rate, which is exceptional when you
consider that traditional apprentice-
ships have a 50 per cent retention rate.”

All companies involved in the Uni-
versity of South Australia program,
including BAE Systems, Lockheed
Martin, DXC Technology, ASC and the
Defence Teaming Centre, have agreed
to pay tuition fees so apprentices
graduate debt-free.

The new model fundamentally
changes the definition of apprentice-
ship in Australia, Ms Elston said, bring-
ing it into line with other countries.

Tom Johnson, 30, completed a
degree apprenticeship in 2013 in the
UK. He signed on for mechanical engin-
eering as a 1 -0l and gained his
A-levels and degree from the University
of Hull, all while working at BAE,

“Itgave me a head-start because [had
five years of work experience by the
time | graduated. That gives you confid-
ence, you are better at communicating
and have built a petwork and have

Ben Johnson started his degree apprenticeship in the UK and is on secondment with BAE Systems in Adelaide. PHOTO: BEN SEARCY

We're using industry
supervisors to guide
the education... that's

the real innovation.
Professor Tom Raimondo, UnSA

learned how the business works,” he
said.

Mr Johnson is in Adelaide after being
seconded to work on the Hunter class
frigate program. Having worked for
BAE Systems for 14 years, he has been
promoted to a managerial position.

“I would say the degree apprentice-
ship is-more than just a normal day job
plus the academic stufl,” he said.

“I'vehadalotoflife-enhancing exper-
iences. It's just the best thing."

While next year's inaugural intake in
SA will have a maxiraum of 30 appren-
tices, Tom Raimondo, dean of pro-
grams for IT, mathematics and data
science at UniSA, said the program had
alreadyam'actedexpmsionsofmuetst

75 potential students.

"Xt’sme ideal model in that students
are tightly integrated and embedded
with an employer, and we are using
industry-based supervisors to guide the

educational experience and the work-
integrated learning that the students
are doing, That's the real innovation,”
Professor Raimondo said.

Megan Lilly, head of workforce devel-
opment for AiGroup; has been invoived
with the degree apprenticeship from
the outset. She said now that the first
program was off the ground, she expec-
ted it to expand in the coming years.

The federal government committed
$40 million for TAFE and higher
apprenticeships when it released its
employment white paper in September.
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